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At a June 2 press conference in San Salvador, Salvadoran chief of staff Gen. Adolfo Blandon said
the prevailing "military situation" in the country does not worry him because it is favorable to
the armed forces. The rebels, he said, "cannot achieve a military victory." For the past 12 days,
said Blandon, the army has been engaged in a massive operation in the northern departments
of Chalatenango, Morazan and San Miguel, traditional rebel strongholds. In this operation, he
reported, the army caused 91 casualties to the rebels, and put 90 weapons out of action, while
the army suffered only 14 casualties. In Chalatenango, where two months ago the rebels staged a
spectacular attack against the El Paraiso military garrison, rebel morale was high. Recently, however,
said Blandon, this situation has been reversed. The general claimed that during a single operation
in San Miguel and Morazan departments, government troops captured dozens of rebels, and nine
were killed. "This is an example of the mobility and effectiveness with which we are operating,"
he said. "For this reason, I am not concerned over the military situation in the country." In this
regard, Blandon said the rebels have had to resort to sabotage, referring to the recent transport
blockade launched by the rebels on Sunday, and scheduled to terminate on midnight Tuesday.
According to rebel station RADIO VENCEREMOS, since the blockade began, traffic was paralyzed
in 95% of eastern El Salvador, and 80% in central departments, including the capital. At least eight
collective transport vehicles were damaged or destroyed. Next, the general denied US press reports
stating that he alongwith other Salvadoran officers, were involved in the contra aid network being
investigated by Congress. "A great spectacle has been mounted in Washington with the Iran-contra
affair and several names of Salvadorans, including mine, have been mentioned. I want to say that
there has been no shortage in requests for my assistance to the contras, but I have not acted in this
sense because of President Duarte's policy of non-intervention and because I do not have the means
to do so." Finally, he indicated he favored the passage of legislation for obligatory military service,
soon to be discussed in the national congress. (Basic data from Agence France Presse, 06/02/87)
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